
Going...Going
 

streams, or rivers; water running 
or dripping onto bare ground; bare 
slopes with paths that seem to have 
been carved by water; gullies; and, 
soil washing away from construc­
tion sites or other areas where 
the ground and plants have been 
disturbed. 

6.	 At each sign located, ask: 
Can you tell where the soil went? 
Can youfind any structures built by 
humans to control erosion? 
Do these devices appear to work? 
Find natural materials or situations 
that help to control erosion. 

•	 How do these help to slow erosion? 

Follow-up: 
I.	 Have students identify at least five 

locations on the school grounds 
where they might collect runoff 
after a rain shower. 

2.	 Ask them to predict the relative 
amounts of sediment that will be 
suspended in the runofffrom each 
site by ranking the locations. 

3.	 Label jars of similar dimensions 
with the location names and keep 
them ready for a rainy day. 

4.	 When it rains, fill the jars with 
runoff from each location. 

5.	 Have students observe and rank the 
jars according to the clarity of the 

water after shaking them. . 
6.	 Ask students to compare the 

results with their predictions and 
discuss: 
Does any sediment settle out? 

•	 Are all the samples the same? 
•	 Is it possible to determine the 

source ofthis sediment? 
What are some ways to control the 
erosion or keep the sediment out of 
the nearest watenvay? 

7.	 Have students inspect for ero­
sion around their homes. Discuss 
options for improving problem 
areas. 
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